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3.1.1
Environmental Site Assessments: Include in the scope of work for Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) ASTM E 1527-00 "Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process" and E1528-93 "Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Transaction Screen Process" as applicable ASTM E 1527-00 is a guidance document for professional consultants while ASTM E 1528-00 is primarily designed to be used by a non-professional.

3.1.1.1
Projects that may cause "environmental problems" due to pre-existing "unknown uses" need to be assessed such as those involving the acquisition of real estate. This type should be assessed before a purchase is consummated if possible. For example, projects involving acquisition of real estate should be assessed.  Another example would be a major renovation that is changing the use of the facility or land (e.g. major demolition, footings for large structure, etc.). Environmental problems are those that involve disturbing, or discovering, a "hazardous" or "regulated" material. Our purpose for an assessment is to predetermine the possibility of hazardous or regulated materials in advance of project funding so that adequate funds can be included in the planning and design process.


a.
Projects for which the need for an assessment is not obvious but a concern exists may be investigated by DAGS staff using the standard set forth in ASTM E 1528-00. The name "Transaction Screen Process", indicates that it only provides a relatively simple assessment to determine if the need for a professional Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is justified.


b.
All projects that are deemed to require a professional Phase I Environmental Site Assessment shall be prepared in accordance with the minimum standards set forth in ASTM E 1527-00 latest adopted edition.


c.
Since ASTM E 1527-00 is based only on accomplishing a "minimum" amount of tasks and standardizing the report process, paragraph 11.9 of the standard shall be amended to include recommendations and approximate costs for Phase II testing. Other items considered appropriate for the proposed site work shall also be added to the standard. They could include the items in paragraph 12.1.4 such as asbestos-containing materials, radon, lead-containing substances, PCBs, other CERCLA materials or other pertinent items covered under similar environmental regulations.
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